The Prussian naturalist Friedrich Sellow (1789-1831) traveled through Brazil, Uruguay and Argentina between 1814 and 1831 gathering numerous zoological and botanical specimens. Despite the effort spent in those countries, the ornithological collection assembled by Sellow did not receive adequate care after it had been deposited in the Zoologische Museum in Berlin, thus compromising its integrity. In the present article we discuss the treatment given by Lichtenstein and by Sellow to this bird material, with special focus on some cases in which incorrect label information on Sellow's specimens led to faulty conclusions on the zoogeography of South American birds.
Introduction
Until the beginning of the nineteenth century, virtually all knowledge of Brazilian biodiversity was limited to the works of Piso and Marcgrave, published in the seventeenth century. This scenario changed slowly from 1808 onwards, when several traveling naturalists contributed in a more systematic and decisive way to the knowledge of Brazilian natural history (Pinto 1979) . Remarkable among these naturalists was Friedrich Sellow (1789-1831), who undertook numerous expeditions to Brazil, Uruguay and Argentina between 1814 and 1831. He collected geological, botanical and zoological samples, and the largest amount of this material was deposited in the Zoologische Museum in Berlin (ZMB, today Museum für Naturkunde Berlin) (Papavero 1971; Pinto 1979) .
Despite the importance of the specimens and the many years spent obtaining them, the ornithological collection assembled by Sellow did not receive adequate care after it was deposited in Berlin, due to heavy exchange activities and removal of the original specimen labels, which destroyed the data associated with many of the specimens (Stresemann 1948; Pacheco & Whitney 2001) . This situation can lead today to faulty conclusions and significantly affect the apparent knowledge of biogeographic patterns and the history of the distribution of
